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In PROVINCIAL CONGRESS,
Concorp, April sthy, 1773,

W YHEREAS the Lut of Power, which

I of old opprefled, perfecuted end exiled our

prous and viriuous ncellors, from their faiy

Poffe[liors in Britain, now pur fues, with tenfold Severity,
ws, sbeir guiltlefs Children, who are uniufly and wickedly
ebarged with Licentioufnefs, Sedition, Treafon and Rebel-
lion 5 a.d being deeply imprefled with a Senfe of the al-
ol incredible Fatipues and Hardfbips our wvenerable
Frogensiors encountered, wwho fled from Oppicffion for the
Sake of civil and religious Liberty for themfelves and
their Offspring, and began a Setiiemest bere, on bare
Creatian, at their own Expence 5 and having [ferionfly
confider:d the Duty we gwe to GOD, to the Memory
6f fuch invincible Wyrthies, to the King, to Great-Bri-
tain, our Country, ourfelves and Pofterity, deo think it
ax indijpenfadle Duty, by all lawful IVavs and Means in
eur Porer, to recover, maintain, defend and preferve,
the free Exercife of all thofe civil and religicus Rights
and Liverties for which inany of our Fore-Fathers foughy,
—bled—and died y and to hand them down entive for
the free Enjoyment of the lateft Poflerity : And whereas
the kecping a flanding Army 12 any of thefe Colonics ix
Times of Peace, witkou! the Confent of the Legiflature of
that Colony in which [uch an Army is kept, is agair/?
Law : And whereas fuch an Army, with a lirge naval
Foree, 1s now placed in the Harbour of Doflon, for the
Purpofe of fubjetting «stothe Power of the Briiy/h Par-
ligraont : And whercis we are frequently il oy the
Tools of Adminifiraiion, Dupes 12 soniBerial Ufus p.otic:a,
that Great-Britain wiii not, 11 any Degree, volax in ber
Meafures, until we acknotoledge ber ¢ Right to make
Joaws binding uvpon us in ail Calzs whatfoever ;”
Gih




/

( 4 )

and toat 1f we refufe to be Slaves, if we perfift 1n our
Denial of ber Claim, the Dijpute muft be decided by
Arms, in which, *tis jaid by our Enemies,—*+¢ We fhall
‘ have no Chance, being undifciplined, Cowards,
* dilobedient, impatient of Command, and poffcfied
¢ ot that Spirit of levelling which admits ot no
‘¢ Order, Subordiration, Rule or Government :”—
And whereas, from the minifierial Army and Fleet now
at Bofion, the large Reinforcement of Troops expefled,
the late circular Letters to the Goversors upon the Con-
tinemt, the general Tenor of Intelligence from Great-Bri-
toin, and the boflile Preparations making bere, as aifs
Jroin the Threats and frequent Infults of cur Enemics
in the capital Town, we bave Reajon to apprebend that
the [udden Deftruftion of this Colony is in Contempla-
tion, if mot determined upon :

And whereas the great Law of Self-Prefervation may
Juddenly requive our raifing and keeping an Army of Ob-
fervation and Defence, in order to-prevent, or repel, any
farther Attemspts to enforce the late cruel and oppreffive
Afis of the Britilh Pavliament, which are evidently de-
Signed to fubjec? us and the wwhole Continent to the mofs
sgnominious Slavery : And whereas, -in Cafe of raifing
and keeping fuc. an Army, it will be neceffary that the
Officers and Soldiers in the fame be fully acquainted with
their Duty, and that the Articles, Rules and Regulations
thercof be made as plain as poffible 3 and bhaving great
Confidzuce in the Honcur and publick Virtue of the Inha-
bitants of this Colony, that they will readily obey the
Oficers chofen by themfelves, and will chearfully do their
Duty, when knowon, witbout any fuch fevere Articics and
Raules (except in capital Cafes) and cruel Punifbments as
are afually pratiifed in ffanding Armies, and will fubmit
t0 all fuch Rules and Regulaiions as are founded in Reafon,
Honour and Virtue :

It is therefore RESOLVED, That the following
Articles, Rules and Regulations foir the drimy, that may

be
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be raifed for the Defence and Seeurily of our Lives, Li-

berties ana Fjiaresy be, and bereby are carneftly recom-
mended, to be firicily adbered to by all Officers, Solders
and otbers concerned, as they regard ther own Honour

and the publick Good.

ARTICLE 1. All Ofhcers and Soldiers, not
having jult Impediment, fhull diligently frequent
Divine Service and Sermon in the Places appoint-
ed for the affembling of the Regiment, Troop or
Company to which they belong ; and fuch as wil-
fuily ablent themficlves, or bring prefent, behave
indecently or irreverently, fhall, if commiflioned
Officers, be brought before a regiraental Court-
Martial, there to be publicly and feverely repri-
manded by the Prefident ; if non-commiflioned
Officers, or Soldiers, every Perfon fo offending fhall
for his firlt Offence forfeit Oi-e Shilling, to be de-
ducted cnt of his Wages ;—for the fecond Offence
he (hall not only farfeit One Shilling, but be con-
fined, not exceeding twenty-four Hours; and for
every like Offence fhall fuffer and pay in like Man-
ner, which Money, fo forfeired, i{hall be applied
to the Ufe of the fick Soldiers of the T'roop or Corn-
pany to which the Offender belongs,

ART. 2. Whatfoever non-commiflioned Offi-
cer or Soldier fhall ufe any unlawful Qath or Ex-
ecration, (hall incur the Penalties expreﬁ'cd in the
firlt Ar:icles and if a commiffiened Officer be thus
guilty of profane Curfing or Swearing, he fhall
forfeit and pay for each and’every fuch Offence the
Sum of Four Shillinge, lawiul Money.

ART 3. Any Oﬁmc' or Soldicr, who fhall
behave himfelf with Contempt or D:irefpc& towards
the General or Generals, cr Commanders in Chief
of the Maflachufetts Forces, or thall fpecak Words
tending to his or their Hurt or Dithonour, (hall be

punifhed



¢ 6 3
punifhed according to the Nature of his Offence, by
the Judgmient of a general Coart-Martial,

ART. 4. Any Officer or Soldier, whe fhall
hegin, extite, caufe or joinin any Mutiny or Se-
dition, in the Regiment, Troop or Company to
which he belongs, or in any other Regiment, Troop
or Company of the Maflachufctts Forces, either by
Land or Sea, orin any Party, Polt, Detachment,
or Guard, on any Pretence whatfoever, fhall fuffer
fuch Punithment as by a general Court-Maitial
fhail be ordered.

ART. 5. Any Officer, non-commiffioned Offi-
ecr, or Soldier, who being prefent at any Mutiny,
or Sedition, does not ufe his utmeft Endeavours to
fupprels the fame, or coming to the Knowledge of
any Muiny, orintended Mutiny, dovs not, with-
out Delay, give Information thereof to the com-
manding Ofticer, fhal! be punifhed by Order of a
general Couri-Martial according to the Nature of
his Offence.

ART. 6. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall
ftrike his fuperior Officer, or draw or offer to draw,
or fhail lift up any Weapon, or ofter any Violence
againft him, being in the Iixecution of his Office,
on any Pretcnce whatfosver, or fhall dilobey any
Jawful Commands nf his fuperior Officer, fhall fut-
{er fuch Punifhment as fhall, according to the Nature
of his Offence, be ordered by the Sentence of a
general Court-Martial,

ART. y. Ary non comnnffioned Officer or
Eoldier, who fholl aelsrt, or without Leave of hie
ecmmanding Ofiacer, abfeat homfilt from the Troop
ar Campeny to which be belorge, or from any De-
rirnment of tha farre, fhail, upon being convitted
racicof, be punified according to the Nature of his
V505 e, atthe Difrietion of a generai Court Marnal,

2. RT3 Waatlosver Qudicze ar Soldior fhall

{0
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be convifted of having advifed eor perfuaded any
other Officer or Soldier to defere, fhall fuffer fuch
Punithment as fhall be ordersd by the Sentence of a
generai Court-Martial,

ART. g. All Officers, of what Condition fos
ever, fhall have Power to partand quell all Quarrels,
Frays, and Diforders, though the Perfons concerned
fhould belong to anather Regiment, Troop or Com-
pany ; and egher order Officers to be arrefted, or
non-commiffioned Officers or Soldiers to be confined
and imprifoned, till their proper fuperior Officers
fhall be acquainted therewith ; and whoever (hall
refufe to abey fuch Officer (though of an inferior
Rank) or thall draw his Sword upon him, fhall be
punifhed at the Difcretion of a general Court- Martial,

ART. 1e. No Officer or Soldier thall ufe ary
reproachtul or provoking Speeches or Geltures te
another ; nor fhall prefume o fend a Challenge to
any Perfon to fight a Duel : And whoever fhall
knowingly and willingly fu(fer anv Perfon whatfo-
ever to go forth to nght a Duel; or fhall fecond,
promote, or carry any Challenge, thall be deemed as
a Principal : And whatfoever Officcr or Soldier
thall upbraid another for refufing a Challenge, fhall
alio be confidered as a Challenger : And all fuch
Offendcrs, in any of thefe or fuch like Cafes, fhall
be punifhed at the Difcretion of a general Court-
Martial,

ART. 711, Every Officer commanding 1a
Quarters, or on a March, fhall keep good Order,
and, to the utmoft of his Power, redrefs al' fuch
Abules, or Diforders, which may be committed by
any Officer or Soldi=r under his Command ; if upon
sny Complaint made to him of Officers or Soldiers
beating, or ctherwile ill-traating any Petfon, or of
committing any Kind of Riot, to the difquieting of
the Inhabitants of this Continent; he the {aid Com-
mander, who fhall refufe or omit to fee Jultice done

o
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on the Offender or Off«nclers, and Reparation made
to the Parey or Partics i jured, as far as the Offenders
Wagers fhall enable h'm or them, fhall, upon due
Proof thereof be punifh~d as ordered by a general
Court-Martial, 1n {fuch Manner as if he himfelt had
comeritted the Crimes or Diforders complained of,

ART. 12. Trapy Officer fhould tpink himfelf
to be wrcnged by s Colonel or the fommanding
Cfiicer of the Regiment, and thall, wpon due Ap-
plication made to him, be refufed to be redreffed,
he may complain to the General or Commander in
Chief of the Maflichufetts Forces,in rder to obtain
Juftice, who is hereby required to examine into faid
Complaint, and fee that Juftice be done.

ART. 13. If any inferior Ofiicer, or Soldier,
fhaii think himlelf wronged by his Captain or other
Officer commanding the Troop or Company to
which he belongs, he is to complain thereof to the
cornmanding Officer of the Regiment, who is hereby
required to fummon a regimeatal Court-Martial,
for the doing Juftice to the Complainant; from
which regimental Court-Martial, either Party may,
3f he thinks himfelf ftill aggrieved,appeal toa general
Court Martial ; but if, upon a fecond Hearing, the
Appezl fhill appear to be vexatious and groundlefs,
the Perfon fo appealing fhall be punifhed at the
Difcretion of the general Court-Martial.

ART. 14 Whatfoever non-commiffioned
Officer, or Soidier, fhall be conviéted, at a regimen.
tal Court-Martial, ot having fold, or defignedly, or
through Neglet, wafted the Ammunition, Arms, or
Provifions, or other Military Stores, delivered out
to him, to be emploved in the Service ot this Colopy,
fhall, if an Officer, he reduced to a private Centinely
and if a private Soldier,fthall fuffer fuch Punifhmeng
as thall be ordzred by a regimental Court-Martial,

ART. 15, All non-commiflioned: Ofhicers and

Soldiers,
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Soldieis, who fhall be found ocae Mile irom . the
Camp, without Leave in writing from their com-
manding Officer, thall fuffer fuch Punifhment as
fhall be infhicted on him or them by the Sentence of
a regimental Court-Martial,

ART. 16. No Officer or Soldier fhall lie out
of his Quarters or Camp without Leave from the
commanding Officer of the Regiment, upon Penalty
of being punifhed according to the Nature of his
Offence, by Oider of a regimentai Court-Martial.

ART. 17. Lvery non-commiffioned Officer
and Soldier fhall retire to hiz Quarters, or Tent, at
¢he beating ot the Retreat ; in Default of which, he
dhall be punithed according to the Nature of his
Offence, by Order of the cominanding Officer.

ART. 18. No Officer, non-commmiffioned Offi-
cer, or Soldier, fhall fail of repairing, at the Time
fixed, to the Place of Parade or Exercife, or other
Rendezvous appointed by the commanding Officer,
if not prevented by Sicknefs, or fome other evident
Neceffity ; or fhall go from the faid Place of Ren-
dezvous, or from his Guard, without Leave from
his commanding Officer, before he fhall be regularly
difmiffed or relieved, on Penalty of being punifhed
according to the Natare of his Offence, by the Sen-
tence of a regimental Court-Martial,

ART. 19. Whatfoever commilioned Officer
fhall be found drunk on his Guard, Party or other
Duty, under Arms, fhall be cathiered for it ; any

-non-commiflioned Officer or Soldier, fo offending,

fhall fuffer fuch Punifhment as fhall be erdered by
the Sentence of a regimental Court-Martial.

ART. 20. Whatfoever Centirel fhall be found
fleeping upon his Poft, or thall leave it before he
fhall be regularly relieved, fhall fuffer fuch Punifh-
ment as fhall be ordered by the Sentence of a general
Court-Martial,

- B ART,
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ART. 21, Any Petfcn belonging to the Mailit-
chufetts Army, who by dilcharging of Fire-Arms,
beating of Diums, cr by any other Means whatfe-
ever, fhall occafion falle ‘Alarms, in Camp or
Quarters, fhall fuffer fuch Punifhment as fhall be
ordered by the Sentence of a genceral Court-Martial.

ART. 22. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall
without v gent Neceffity, or witheut Leave of his
fuperior Officer, quit his Platoon or Divifion, fhall
be punifhed according to the Nature of his Offience,
by the Sentence of a regimental Court-Martial.

ART. 23. No Oisicer or Soldier fhall do Vie-
lence, ur offer any Infult, or Abufe, to any Perfon
who fhall bring Provifions, or other Neceffaries, to
the Camp or Quarters of the Maflachufetts Army ;
any Officer or Soldier, fo oftending, fhall, upen
Complaint being made to the commanding Officer,
fuffer fuch Punithment as fhall be ordered by a regi-
mental Court-Martial.

ART. 24. Whatfeever Officer or Scldier fhall
fhamefully abanuon any Poft committed to his
Charge, or fhall ipeak Words inducing otherstodo
the like, in Time of ag Engagement, fhall fuffer
Death immediately.

ART. 25. Any Perfon belonging to the Maffa-
chufetts Army, who {hall make known the Watch-
word to any Perfon who is not intitled to receive it,
according to the Rules and Difcipline of ‘War, or
fhail prefume to give a Parole, or Watch- word dif-
ferent from what ne received, fhall (uffer Death, or

fuch other Punithment as fhall be ordzred by the

Seatence of a general Court-Martial.
ART. 26. Whofoever, belonging to the Mafla-
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chufetts Army, /hall relieve the Enemy with Money, '

Victuals or Ammunition ; or fhall knowingly har-
bour or prote€t an Enemv, fhall fuffer fuch Punith-
ment as by a general Court-Martial fhall be ordered.
ART. 27.  Whofuever, belonging to the Maf-
fachuletts
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fachufetts Army, fhali be convicted of holding Car-
refpondence with, or of giving Intelligence o the
Enemy, either direétly or indirectly, fhall luffer fuch
Punithment as by a general Court-Martial fhall be
ordered.

ART. 28, All public Stores taken in the inemy’s
Camp or Magazines, whether of Artillery, Ammu-
nition, Clothing or Provifions, fhall be fecured for
the Ufe of the Maflachufetts Colony.

ART.29. Ifany Officer or Soldier thall leave his
Polt or Colours, in Time of an Engagement, togoin
Search of Plunder, he fhall, upon being convicted
thereof before a genera! Court-Martial, fuffer fuch
Punifhment as by {aidCourt-Martialthall be ordered.

ART. 30. If any Commander ot any Poft,
Intrenchment or Fortrefs, fhall be compelled, by the
Officers or Soldiers under his Command, to give it
up to the Eaemy, or to abandon it, the commiffioned
Officer, non-commmiffioned Officers or Soldiers who
fhall be convicted of having fo offended, fhall {uffer
Death, or fuch other Punifhment as may be inflicted
upon them by the Sentence of a general Court-
Martial.

ART. 31. Al Suttlers and Retailers to a Camip,
and all Perfons whatfoever, ferving with the Ma(-
fachuletts Army, in the Field, though not inlifted
Soldiers, are to be fubjeé® to the Articles, Rules and
. Regulavions of the Mallachufects Army.

ART. 32. No genesal Court-Martial fhall
confift of a lefs Numbe: than thirte .., none of
which fhall be under the Degree of a commiffioned
Officer; and the Preficient fhall be a Field Officer
 And the Prefident of each and every Court- Martial,
whether general or regimental, thall have Power to
adminifter an Oath to every Witnefs, in order tu
the Trial of Oftenders, And ¢he Members of all
Courts-Martial thall be duly {worn by the Prefident y
and the next in Rank on the Court-Martial fhall
adminifter the Oath to the Prelident.

ART.
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ART. 33. The Members, both of general and
regimental Courts-Martial, fhall, when belonging to
different Corps, take the fame Rank which they
hold inthe Army ; but when Courts-Martial fhall
be compofed of Ofiicers of one Corps, they fhall
take their Ranks according to their Commiflions
by which they are muftered in the faid Corps.

ART. 34. All the Members of a Court- Martial,
are to behave with Calmnefs, Decency and Impar-
tiality 5 and in the giving of their Votes, are to be-
gin with the youngeft or lowelt in Commiflion.

ART. 35. No Field Ofticer fhall be tried by
any Perfon under the Degree of a Captain ; nor fhall
any Proceedings or Trals be carried on, excepting
between the Hours of eight in the Morning, and
three in the Afternoon, except in Cafes which re-
Guire an immédiate Example.

ART. 36. The commifiioned Officers of every
Regiment may, by the Appointment of their Colonel
or Commanding Officer, hold regimenral Courts-
Martial for the enquiring into fuch D:Iputes or
criminal Matters as may come before them, and
for the infli&ting corporﬂ Punithments for fmal!
Offences, and (hail give Judgment by the Majority
of Voices ; but no Sentence fhall be executed tilbthe
commanding Officer (not being a Member of the
Court-Martal) fhall have confirmed the fame.

ART. 37. No regimental Court-Martial fhall

coniilt of lefs than five Ofiicers, excepting in Cafcs
where that Number cannor be convenien 'v affem-
bled, when three may be fufficient ; who are like-
wife to determine upon the Sentence by the Majo-
rity of Voices 3 which Sentence i3 to be confirmed
by  the commanding Officer, not being a Member
of the Court-Martal, .

ART. 38, Every Officer, commanding in any
vort, Caftle, or Barrack, or elfewhere, where the
Corps under his Command confifts of Detachments
from different Regiments, or of independent Com-

 panigs,
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panics, may affemble Courts-Martial for the Trial of
Offerders in the fame Manner as if they were regi-
i.:2ital, whofe Sentence is not to be executed till it
fhall be confirmed by the faid commanding Officer.

AKT. 39. No Perfon whatfoever fhall ufe
mer acing Words, Signs or Geftures in the Prefence
of 2 Court-Martial then fetting, or fhall caufe any
Diforder or Riot, f{o as to difturb their Proceed-
ing, on th= Penalty of being punifhed at the Difcre-
tion of the faid Court-Martial. ‘

ART. 40. To the End that Offenders may be

brought to Juftice ; whenever any Officer or Sol-
dier fhall commit a Crime deferving Punifbraent, he
fhall by his commanding Officer, if an Officer, be
put in Arrelt ; if a non-commiffioned Officer or
Soldier, be imprifoned till he fhall be eicher tried by
a Court-Martial, or thall be lawfully difcharged by
proper Authority, “ .
- ART. 41. No Officer or Soldier who fhall be
put in Arrelt, or Imprifonment, fhall continue in
his Confinement more than eight Days, or till fuch
Time as a Court-Martial can be conveniently af-
fembled.

ART. 42. No Officer commanding a Guard,
or Provoft-Marthal, fhall refufe to receive or keep
any Piifoner committed to his Charge, by an Officer
belonging to the Maflachufetts Forces ;  which
Officer fhall at the fame Time deliver an Account
in Writing, figned by himfelf, of the Crime with
which the {aid Prifoner is charged.

ART. 43. No Officer commanding a Guard,
or Provoft-Marfhal, fhall prefurne to releafe any
Prifoner committed to his Charge, without proper
Authority for {fo doing ;5 nor fhall he fuffer any Pri-
foner toefcape, on the Penalty of being punifhed for
it, by the Sentence of a general Court-Martial.

ART. 44. Every Officer or a Provoft-Marfhal,
to whole Charge Prifoners fhall be committed, -is
hereby required, within twenty-four Hours after fuch

_ Commitment,
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Commitment, or as {oon as he thall be relieved from

his Guard, to give in Writing to the Colonel of the -

Regiment to whom the Prifoner belongs (where
the Prifoner is confined upon the Guard belongmg
to the faid Regiment, and that his Offence only re-
lates to the Negleét of Duty in his own Corps)
or to the Commander in Chief, their Names, thcir
Crimes, and the Names of the Officers who com-
mitted them, on the Penalty ot being punifhed for
his Difobedience or Negle@, at the Difcretion of a
general Court-Martial,

ART. 45. And if any Officer under Arreft
fhall leave his Confinement before he is fet at Liberty
by the Officer who confined him, or by a fuperior
Power, he fhall be cathiered for it.

ART. 46. Whatfoever commiflioned Officer
fhall be convicted before a general Court-Martial,
of behaving in a fcandalous, infamous Manner, furh
as is unbecoming the Character of an Officer and a
Gentleman, fhall be difcharged from the Service.

ART. 47. AllOfﬁccrs, Condu&ors, Gunners,
Matroﬂ‘cs, Drivers, or any other Perfons whatfoever,
recewving Pay or Hire, in the Service ot the Maffa-
chufetts Artillery, fhall be governed by the afore-
faid Rules and Articles, and fhall be fubjet to be
vried by Courts-Martial, in like Manner with the
Officers and Soldiers of the Maffachufetts Troops.

ART. 48. For Differences ariling amongft
themfelves, or in Matters relating folely tc theirown
Corps, the Courts-Martial may be compoled of their
own Officers ; but where a Number fufficient of
fuch Officers cannot be afiembled, or in Matters
wherein other Corps are interefted, the Officers of
Artillery fhall {it in Courts- Mamal with the Offi-
+eers of the other Corps.

AR'L. 49.  All Crimes not capital, and all Dif-
ordersand Negle€ts which Officers and Soldiers may
ve guilty of, to the Prejudice of good Order and
military Difcipline, though not mentioned in the

Articles

— -




( 15 )
Articles of War, are te be taken Cognizance of by
a gen.ral or regimental Court-Maruial, according to
the Nature and Degree of the Offence, and be
punifhed at their Difcretion.

ART. go. No Courts-Martial fhall order any
Offender to be whipped, or receive, more than thirty-
nine Stripes for any onc Cffence. |

ART. 51. The Field Officers of each and every

Regimeat are to appoint fome fuitable Perfon be-
~ longing to fuch Regiment, to receive all fuch Fines
as may arife within the fame, for any Breach of any
of the foregcing Articles, and thall direct the fame
to be caretully and properly applied to the Reliet of
fuch fick, wounded, or neceflitous Soldiers, as be-
long to fuch Regiment; and fuch Perfon fhall
account with fuch Officer for all Fines received, and
the Application thereof,

ART. 52. All Members fetting in Courts.
Martial thall be fworn by the Prefident of faid
Courte, which Prefident fhall himfelf be fworn by
the Officer in faid Court next in Rank :—The Oath
to be admirniftered previous to their proceeding to
the Trial of any Offender, in Form following, viz.

““ You A B fwear that you will well and traly try,
snd impartially determine 1he Caufe sf the Prifoner now
to be iried, according to the Rules for regulating the
Maflachufetts Army. So help you God.”

ART. 53. All Perfons called to give Evidence,
in any Cafe, before a Court-Martial, who fhzll re-
fule to give Evidence, fhall be punifhed for fuch Re-
fufal, at the Difcretion of fuch Court-Martial : The
Oath to be adminiftered in the Form following, viz.

““ You fwear the Lvidence you fhall give in the Cafe
now in bearing, [vall be the Truth, the whole Trulb,
and nothing but the Truth. So help you God.”

Signed by Order of the Provincial Congrefs,

Fehn Hancock, Prefident.
A true Extrat from the Minutes,
Bewamin Lircsa, Secretary,



